Management of chronic relapsing pancreatitis in adolescents.
Chronic relapsing pancreatitis in adolescence is a most uncommon clinical problem and has received minimal separate recognition in the literature. Adolescence is an age when the causes of the disease, which may operate from birth, overlap with the major etiological factors in the generality of pancreatitis in adult life. A personal series of 32 patients with pancreatitis, aged 11-20 years, is reported. Twenty-four followed a chronic relapsing course. There was, therefore, a marked reversal of the normal preponderance of acute over chronic relapsing cases. Those with underlying biliary disease, and the group in whom no etiological factors could be identified, ran an unexpectedly severe and troublesome course. This, coupled with the reversal of the acute versus chronic disease ratio, raises the question as to whether adolescent pancreatitis is a distinct subgroup in the overall spectrum of this disease.